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THE HOME OF MANKIND

of the Arabs. This is rather curious. The Koran highly dis-
approves of such pursuits, and Mohammedan law in general is
much more lenient towards the slaves than the Christian edicts
used to be. According to the laws of the white man, the child of
a slave by her master was in turn held to be a slave, whereas accord-
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ing to the Koran, such a child must follow the status of the father,
and must therefore be considered as free.
The opening up of the Congo by the unspeakable Leopold n of
Belgium and the demand for cheap labour to work his Majesty's
concessions started a temporary revival of the slave trade between
the Portuguese colony of Angola and the interior of the Congo
basin. But fortunately when that miserable old man (a medieval
scoundrel on a constitutional throne in a modern democratic